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 Hartland Land Tru st, 
incorporated  Oct. 2 0 0 6 , 
is a not- for- profit, 
5 0 1 (c)(3 ) org anization. 
All officers and directors 
are v olu nteers. 

www.facebook.com/HartlandLandTru st

 

A nnual Forum:

C onnecticut Trails Day 

If you ’v e ev er been cu riou s to see wh at th e Bark h amsted
Reserv oir look s lik e from th e water-lev el, please consider
joining  leaders Steve and Pam Emmons on Satu rday, 
Ju ne 1  for HLT’s 2 0 1 9  CT Trails Day Hik e.  Since th e 
1 9 3 0 ’s when the farmland of Hartland Hollow was flooded 
to prov ide Hartford with  drink ing  water, th is pictu resqu e 
and pristine body of water h as div ided ou r town in two 
and access to th e su rrou nding  land h as been restricted to 
protect water qu ality. Th e Metropolitan District h as 
g raciou sly prov ided permission to HLT to offer th is rare 
opportu nity to g et as close as possible to th e reserv oir 
and th e old settlement of Hartland Hollow.  We will meet 
at th e MDC g ate at th e end of Walnu t Hill Road, near 
th e intersection of Pine Street, at 9 :0 0  am. We will walk  
down to th e water’s edg e, th en tu rn sou th  on th e road 
th at h u g s th e water for abou t a mile, th en retu rn to ou r 
starting  point. Total distance is approximately 4  miles
and th e climb back  u p Walnu t Hill Road is fairly steep.  
Please bring  water, bu g  spray/su n-screen and a snack  
� � � � if you  wou ld lik e, bu t 
� � � � please leav e you r dog  
� � � � at h ome. Steady rain 
� � � � will cancel. 
� � � � Pre-reg istration  
� � � � recommended 
� � � � by calling  Stev e 
� � � � Emmons at 
� � � � 8 6 0  2 0 5 -8 3 1 3 .  
 

HIKE TO THE RESERVOIR’S EDGE  

Please join u s for HLT’s  Annu al Foru m Friday, 
Ju ne 7  at 7 :0 0  pm in th e Hartland Sch ool, 3 0  Sou th  
Road, East Hartland.  Th is year’s offering  will be 
“Mostly Owls”, presented by Audubon Sharon staff.  
Variou s species of liv e owls and h awk s will 
accompany staff to demonstrate th eir beau ty, power
and connection with  th e natu ral world. Similarities 
and differences between th ese amazing  birds of prey 
will be discu ssed. Sev eral props will also be on h and 
for v iewing . Th rou g h  th is prog ram, th e au dience 
will u nderstand wh y raptors and th eir env ironment 
sh ou ld continu e to be protected and respected.  

No ch arg e for admission or refresh ments. 
Generou s donations h av e su pported th e cost of th is
ev ent; you r contribu tion will allow HLT to continu e 
to offer its prog rams free of ch arg e.

   One memory I h av e from my 
you th  g rowing  u p in th e 1 9 7 0 's 
and 8 0 's was th e absolu te filth  
bestowed u pon a windsh ield in 
su mmer du ring  a nig h t time driv e 
on eith er h ig h way or back  road. 
Bu g s, moth s, insects, beetles, wh at 
h av e you , were u nceremoniou sly 
slau g h tered in ju st a sh ort driv e, 
and th ose g as-station squ eeg ee 
bu ck ets were u tilized at ev ery stop 
for a g as fill in th ose days.
   Nowadays? Do you  notice h ow 
mu ch  cleaner you r windsh ield 
stays, ev en on mu g g y su mmer 
nig h ts? Wh ile it mig h t be nice for 
an u nobstru cted driv ing  v iew, th e 
loss of insect species is noth ing  
sh ort of alarming . One estimate is 
th at since 1 9 7 4 , approximately 
4 5 % of insect species h av e 
v anish ed.
   Cu rrently in th e United States,
8 5 % of th e property is priv ately
owned, th erefore, can be look ed
u pon as an opportu nity to h elp   

ou r nativ e critters su rv iv e.  With
ev ery yard, th ere presents a ch ance 
to prov ide th e nativ e food sou rce 
and h abitat for th eir su rv iv al. 
Imag ine less lawn to mow, and 
nativ e flowers tu mbling  u nder th e
weig h t of h appy pollinators. 
Imag ine a g arden left as is ov er 
winter time, to prov ide sh elter and 
cov er for ov er-wintering  bu tterflies
and pollinators.
   Hartland Land Tru st is excited to 
annou nce we will be installing  a 
Native Pollinator Garden at Hartland 
Sch ool th is spring . Ou r g oal is to 
teach  th e importance of bu g s, birds, 
bees, and bu tterflies to ou r natu ral 
world. Wh en we h elp nativ e species 
th riv e, th rou g h  promoting  a natu ral 
landscape wh ich  prov ides th em with  
a food sou rce as well as h abitat, we 
are tru ly, as Prof. Dou g  Tallamy says 
in h is book  of th e same name, 
Bring ing  Natu re Home. 

A  C lear Windshield Does not a 
C lear Future See    
by Amanda Lu king beal

Mostly Owls

Photo by: Joe A licata

TRAIL DAY 2 0 1 8   



Hats Off To: 
Hayes Sweet Pea Farm and Granville Store 
   for donating  ch eese for ou r September 
   Wildlife Ph otos, Wine and Ch eese Social 
Tim Kendrick  for v olu nteer stewardsh ip of th e Beach  Preserv e
Neil Gilpin for v olu nteer stewardsh ip of th e Basset-Kell Preserv e
Steve and Pam Emmons  CT Trails Day g u ides for leading  th e 
   way on ou r h ik es
Robinson & Cole for th eir pro bono su pport of ou r 
   conserv ation efforts
  

                            

  Updates
        Welcome new directors  John Harrity and Amanda  
      Luking beal!   
        HLT will assist for th e sev enth  year in th e Salmon-in-
     Sch ools project.

        Th is year du e to sch edu ling  issu es, in lieu  of co-sponsoring
    an Earth  Day assembly at th e sch ool, HLT will  sponsor a 
    Bu tterfly Garden on sch ool g rou nds (see article on pag e 1 ) 
        HLT Book  g ifts to:                                                                                             �
    Hartland Sch ool Library. Green Green: A Commu nity  
    Gardening  Story  by Baldev  and Marie Lamba  
    Hartland Town Library. Reading  th e Forested Landscape: 
    A Natu ral History of New Eng land and Forest Forensics: 
    a Field Gu ide to Reading  th e Forested Landscape 
    both  by  Tom Wessels and recommended by CT Forest Fires
    speak er Jerry Milne       

"Conservation means th e wise u se of th e earth  and its resou rces 
for th e lasting  g ood of men."   Gifford Pinch ot

Hello fellow Hartlanders and friends.
In October 2 0 1 6  HLT mark ed ou r 1 0 th  anniv ersary by co-h osting
a celebration with  ou r friends at th e Wilderness Sch ool and th e 
Hartland Historical Society. Th at was a big  deal for u s! Ten years 
of ou r edu cational Speak er Series, informativ e and fu n h ik es, 
su pport for Hartland Sch ool activ ities, h elping  landowners seek -
ing  to conserv e th eir u ndev eloped properties, and more – all with  
th e aim of h elping  to maintain th e ru ral ch aracter of ou r town and 
made possible by you . Th ank  you !
Th is past year HLT h as tu rned ou r attention to wh at g oals we 
wou ld lik e to ach iev e by th e time we reach  ou r 2 0 th  anniv ersary 
in 2 0 2 6 .  After considerable work  and drawing  on HLT’s Mission 
Statement, we h av e defined a v ision of wh ere we want to be h ead-
ed. I wou ld lik e to sh are it with  you .

HLT Key Vision Elements for 2 0 2 6  
1 .   Keep existing  wild lands and woodlands in Hartland, 
      including  our sig nificant network of wetlands and 
      waterways, as committed open space. 

Comment: Hartland is th e most forested town in th e state of  CT,
mu ch  of it already desig nated as Committed Open Space manag ed 
by th e state and MDC.  HLT does not want to see any of th at 
protection erode.

2 .   Showcase best practices in excellent stewardship of 
      Hartland Land Trust properties.

Comment: In addition to rou tine land stewardsh ip task s th is 
categ ory also inclu des activ ities su ch  as trail bu ilding  and 
maintenance, and creating  informativ e and edu cational sig nag e
for HLT and oth er preserv es.

3 .   Identify lands of sig nificant conservation value. 
Comment: Since ou r earliest days HLT h as prioritized th e 
appreciation and protection of watersh ed lands. HLT is work ing  to
create an inv entory of lands important to protecting  th e env ironment 
and maintaining  th e ru ral ch aracter of ou r town. Th is tool will h elp 
u s to better su pport th e property owners and th e commu nity at larg e.

4 .   Promote landowner and community awareness, education
      and eng ag ement. 

Comment: Su ccessfu lly maintaining  th e ru ral ch aracter of ou r 
town requ ires commu nity-wide appreciation, su pport and 
inv olv ement.

5 .   Further working  relationships with local and reg ional 
      conservation partners.

Comment: Examples inclu de local priv ate landowners, Hartland 
Town Gov ernment, th e state, th e Metropolitan District Commission, 
Au du bon, th e New Eng land Forestry Fou ndation, th e Land Tru st 
Alliance, th e Litch field Hills Greenprint Collaborativ e, th e 
Connecticu t Land Conserv ation Cou ncil, th e Farming ton Riv er 
Coordinating  Committee, th e Farming ton Riv er Watersh ed 
Association, neig h boring  land tru sts, and oth er Hartland
org anizations with  a common interest.

6 .    Secure org anizational sustainability.
Comment: Th is inclu des topics su ch  as board dev elopment, 
v olu nteer recru itment, training , fu ndraising , and bu ilding  
conserv ation and stewardsh ip endowments.

Wh ile we h av e made g ood h eadway on many of th ese elements, 
th is year we are work ing  on a strateg ic plan th at will bring  all of 
th em to reality in th e coming  years leading  u p to ou r 2 0 th

anniv ersary.  
You  – ou r members, donors, and v olu nteers – are essential to
mak ing  it possible. Th ank  you  so v ery mu ch  for you r past
su pport. If you ’d lik e to g et inv olv ed. we'd lov e to h ear from you .
Contact information is on ou r website at h artlandlandtru st.org .

Mark Ziarnik
President, Hartland Land Trust

President's Messag e   from Mark Ziarnik

Sixth Hartland Photo Calendar 2 0 2 0  
Calling  all ph otog raph ers!  Please su bmit maximum of (4 ) 
ph otos of flora, fau na or landscapes.  All ph otos mu st be tak en
in Hartland and su bmitted dig itally at th e h ig h est resolu tion 
by July 2 0 , 2 0 1 9  to HLTphotocalendar@g mail.com.  
Please inclu de photog rapher’s name and identify location.  
Ph otos may be ch osen for eith er th e calendar or ou r note cards. 
Once ag ain th ank s g o to Traci Vincent for assisting  
Director Carole Vincent in th is project!  
        Qu estions? Call Carole at 8 6 0 -6 5 3 -4 0 0 4  or email 
                      HLTph otocalendar@g mail.com. 
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    New sig nboards—new look . Still u s!   Th e May 2 0 1 8  h ail 
 storm pu mmeled ou r sig nboards. 

 
  



 C onservation and Stew ardship Fund
"We mu st strive to tou ch  th e land g ently and care for it as tru e stewards…
for th ose wh o follow u s… may see th at ou r mark on th e land was one of 
respect and love.”  Robert B. Oetting  (1 9 3 4 -1 9 9 0 ), wildlife research er

Th e Fu nd was first establish ed Ju ne 2 0 1 3  in memory of 
Gib Anderson, a long time su pporter of ou r org anization
and former Ch airman of th e Hartland Conserv ation 
Commission. If you  wou ld lik e to h elp th e fu nd g row, 
you  may g iv e in th e following  ways:

-ou trig h t donation
-in h onor of a liv ing  su pporter of conserv ation
-in memory of someone wh o h as died   

If you  ch oose to recog nize someone, please indicate th e 
person’s name along  with  you r donation on th e enclosed 
env elope u nder Conserv ation and Stewardsh ip Fu nd or 
u nder Join/Donate on ou r website. 

 As of th is writing  2 2  people h av e been recog nized
 by donations in th eir names:

    Gib A nderson                  Joe K ane                      Gregory Tarbox
   B ill Murray Sr.              Sue Murray                   How ard Stambler
  Robert Norcross              Neil Mueller                    Joyce Mueller
  John E. Ransom         Russ & Polly Hayes           C harles B assett
 Neil & Deb Gilpin             B ruce B ailey                 Nelson Zymler
Leonard C . Ransom     Heidi Murray Senland     Franklin C lement
   Susan Pearson                 Paul Eseppi                      C am Irw in
                                     C harles & Lois B each

L AND OWNER DECISION TREE

Do you  want to retain title to the land?

Do you  want to receive compensation?

Do you  want to continu e to live on the land?

Ou tright Donation

Fair Market Sale
Bargain Sale

YES

YES

YES

Conservation Easement

Donation by Will
Donation by 
Remainder Interest

NO

NO

NO

HLT Speaker Events  by Alana Bordewieck
“A pictu re is worth  a th ou sand words”

     Ou r Ju ne 2 0 1 8  Annu al Foru m speak er Jak e Harton on Moosin’ 
Arou nd presented not only intrig u ing  ph otog raph s of moose, deer 
and black  bear, bu t also a remark able collection of rack s, antler 
sh eds—1 6 0  total!-- and a sk u ll.  Moose h av e th e fastest g rowing  
bone on earth .  Blood v essels in th e v elv et nou rish  g rowth ; th e 
moose eats th e sh ed v elv et, so th at wh en it drops an antler in May, 
it can g row a new one by Au g u st.   
Alth ou g h  v ery larg e and tall, moose are
elu siv e and h ard to catch  u p with  to 
ph otog raph  safely. Jak e sh ared h is
track ing  ch art of moose ph oto locations.
Moose are especially difficu lt to see at 
nig h t as th eir eyes do not reflect in car 
h eadlig h ts th e way th ose of deer do.
     
     Ou r first Wildlife and Wine social in 2 0 1 7  with  Ch eryl Anderson’s 
extraordinary ph otos and informativ e commentary was so well-met, 
we h osted a second one th e end of September 2 0 1 8  wh en Cheryl 
and moose-track er Jak e joined u s along  with  Sandy Lisella and 
George Du cro to present strik ing  wildlife and scenic ph otos and 
th e stories beh ind th em. 

     Despite  snow storm Wayne, a h ardy g rou p g ath ered to h ear 
Timothy Batchelor, Fire Control Officer for Western CT u nder th e 
DEEP Forestry prog ram, and Jerry Milne, State Forester from th e 
Pleasant Valley office, present on Connecticu t  Forest Fires Past & 
Present. 
  Trees h av e always been a part of Tim’s life from cu tting  firewood 
on th e farm to tree and land clearing  as a professional log g er. His 
3 5  years in th e fire serv ice inclu des time spent in ou r western 
states. He told u s th e most fire starts occu r in SW Colorado from 
lig h tning  strik es. Th e 2 0 1 8  Paradise fire in California, h owev er, 
was cau sed by a wind ev ent th at took  down power lines destroying  
1 8 ,0 0 0  stru ctu res.  
  Jerry told of pre-colonial times wh en Nativ e Americans set fires to 
improv e line of sig h t for h u nting , create fields, and encou rag e 
blu eberries. In th e 1 8 0 0  and 1 9 0 0 ’s wildfires were rampant du e to  
spark s from coal or wood fired trains, ch arcoal produ ction, and th e 
ch estnu t blig h t th at created fu el on th e g rou nd. 1 0 0 0  acres bu rned 
annu ally. 
  Recently in 2 0 1 6 -2 0 1 7 , drou g h t indu ced two CT fires: Cornwall’s 
late su mmer to au tu mn Flat Rock  Fire, th e long est bu rning  and 
larg est fire, and Kent’s Sh ag ticok e Mou ntain Fire wh ich  spread 
ov er 2 0 0  acres. Th e Flat Rock  Fire bu rned for two month s dou bling  
in size g oing  u nderg rou nd in th e Wyantenock  State Forest. An 
u nderg rou nd fire in drou g h t is particu larly difficu lt becau se th e 
fig h ters mu st dig  down to th e roots as th e u pper lev el of woodland 
soil normally soak ed by au tu mn rains is dry. A deliberate back bu rn 
of 1 0 0  acres was set to control th e fire. Altog eth er close to 4 0 0  
acres bu rned. 2 0 1 8  th e prescribed bu rn in West Hartland by DEEP 
Forestry Div ision encou rag es g rowth  of g rasslands, a critical 
h abitat for mig ratory birds su ch  as th e Meadowlark , Bobolink , and 
Sav annah  Sparrow, all of wh ich  are listed State Species of Special 
Concern in Connecticu t. One CT tree, th e pitch  pine, actu ally needs 
fire to open its cones for th e seeds to drop and g row.
  Most of CT h as older forest ca 9 0 -1 3 0  years old th u s lack ing  v ery 
you ng  forest. Grassland is ev en more limited, as most abandoned 
farmland is eith er dev eloped or allowed to rev ert to forest. 
 

 Th e Forestry Prog ram seek s to remov e trees weak ened by 
disease or inv asiv es before th ey become accelerants. It also 
trains fire departments, foresters and park  personnel as fire 
fig h ting  is necessarily a cooperativ e effort. Th e local Volu nteer 
Fire Department is in ch arg e of its area, bu t is also th e initial 
responder to attack  fire on State land. Th e State in tu rn 
su pplements manpower, prov ides off road equ ipment th at a 
town may not own, and informs v olu nteers of wild land 
k nowledg e. 

  Alth ou g h  we may imag ine firefig h ters ru sh ing  to th e scene, 
before fig h ting  a wild fire, th e forester in ch arg e mu st assess 
th e fire to determine accessibility of th e area—h ow to g et in 
and h ow to g et ou t--, th e weath er  forecast, seasonal 
conditions, water sou rces, equ ipment and  manpower 
av ailable.

Jake displays his "sheds"
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 Working  for th e preservation and 
enjoyment of open space 

in ou r commu nity

The Preservationist: Newsletter of  Hartland Land Trust Issue #12 Spring 2019

www.h artlandlandtru st.org

www.facebook.com/HartlandLandTru st

P.O. Box 1 2
East Hartland, CT 0 6 0 2 7

ENVELOPE ENCLOSED WITH
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Calendar of Events 2 0 1 9
      
April 2 2    Earth Day       

June 1    CT Trails Day  MDC Bark h amsted Reserv oir at water-  �
� lev el. Meet at MDC Gate at end of Walnu t Hill near  � �
� intersection with  Pine Street East Hartland at 9  a. m. 4  mi. �
� g u ided h ik e partly on a road; retu rn climb fairly steep  

June 7    HLT Annual Forum  Mostly Owls  with  liv e owls and � �
� h awk  from Au du bon Sh aron at Hartland Sch ool, 
              3 0  Sou th  Road, 7 :0 0  p.m.

June 1 7 -2 3   National Pollinator Week.  Refrain from ch emical ��
   pesticide. Plant nativ e plants to flower from spring  th rou g h  fall:
   wild g eraniu m and h ig h bu sh  blu eberry for early season; swamp
   milk weed and New Jersey tea for mid-season; New Eng land aster
   and wrink leleaf g oldenrod for late season        
July 2 0   Deadline for su bmissions for ph oto calendar 2 0 2 0  and
   note cards to: HLTphotocalendar@g mail.com  N.B. All pictures  �
   must be taken in Hartland 
September    Speaker or Social event TBD 

December 1 0   Seventh Annual HLT Fundraiser at 
"Flatbread Pizza" in th e Canton Sh oppes   5 -9  p.m.  

        
                 

How do owls find th eir prey at nig h t wh en it’s
clou dy and completely dark ?  
                                      Sleepless in Simsbu ry

Dear Sleepless in Simsbury,
 Alth ou g h  owls h av e excellent sig h t in low lig h t,
th ey also h u nt su ccessfu lly in complete dark ness. Th ese expert 
h u nters listen for sou nds by u sing  th eir specially adapted ears. 
Owl ear opening s are u nu su ally sh aped, larg er on top th an on th e 
bottom.  Th is adaptation allows th e owl to identify sou nds 
h orizontally and v ertically.  So on th ose nig h ts wh en it’s totally 
dark , owls u se th eir h earing  to zero in on th e sou nds of a nearby 
meal wh ich  cou ld be a fat bu g , mou se, sk u nk  or ev en a g oose. 
  

Deer Carol,

Carol Blouin is a local writer, orchardist and Master Wildlife Conserv ationist. 
 

Giv e to Hartland Land Tru st at No Cost to You
USE AMAZON SMILE! IT’S EASY TO DO!  Here’s h ow: 
1 . Sig n on to you r Amazon.com accou nt and click  onto th e 
    AmazonSmile menu . 
2 . Sig n u p for AmazonSmile and pick  Hartland Land Tru st Inc 
    as you r ch aritable org anization.
3 . Book mark  you r AmazonSmile accou nt & u se th at to sig n
    onto Amazon. 
4 . AmazonSmile will h av e all th e information from you r 
    Amazon accou nt. 
5 . Wh en you  bu y th rou g h  AmazonSmile  –  Hartland Land Tru st 
     g ets a donation! Support  HLT – Use AMAZONSMILE!  


